
5:00 pm THURSDAY,
JANUARY 12, 2023

AT THE NATIONAL WESTERN 
STOCKYARDS CENTER ARENA  
“IN THE YARDS” | DENVER, CO

“THE YARDS” HALL OF FAME INDUCTION
AUTHENTIC BLUEGRASS MUSIC

Ultimate Beef and Wine Tasting Event
Females on the Front Range Heifer Sale 

Tickets Available at 
nationalwestern.com or 
stockyardsfestival.com

Organized by Ranchers to Honor the Legacy and Celebrate the Future.



Welcome one and all! Beginning about a year-and-a-half ago, a group of ranchers began the 
process of planning a new event for The Yards. Their purpose was to create a new and different event which would 
complement the new facility.  Since its beginning in 1906, and continuing to the present day, ranchers from around 
the United States shipped cattle to the stockyards in Denver for display and sale.  The National Western and “The 
Yards” have continued to grow since then, with the commitment of ranchers and the participation of the public. 

Our Past. When it comes to the beef industry in the last century and the one at hand, the cattle genetics which 
came through these stockyards truly won the west.  The bulls sent to The Yards – primarily by train stock car – who 
were then sold and redistributed throughout the United States, have made a massive contribution to America’s 
cow herd.  Even though times have changed, The Yards remain a place where cattle people from around the globe 
gather to observe and purchase the best from many breeds and ranches.  The carload show, which began here and 
is unique to The Yards, continues to this day.  Its origins were to compare each ranch’s stock car (“carload”) of bulls 
from one ranch to another through steep competition. 

Our Legacy. A highlight of this event, as we honor our past, is to recognize a ranch who has made a special 
contribution to The Yards. It is our honor to present CK Ranch and the John Vanier family of Brookville, Kansas, 
as the 2023 inductee into The Yards Hall of Fame at the National Western. This event has flourished – and 
continues – because of the commitment of ranching families like the Vaniers throughout the history of The Yards.  
Congratulations to the Vanier family.  

Our Future. The new construction, made possible by the National Western, government, and private contributions, 
will continue the incomparable legacy of not just The Yards, but also the greater National Western Stock Show 
and Rodeo.  As we look to the future, the beef industry continues to grow and evolve.  A present day trend is the 
rapid growth of private-label beef, direct from ranches to consumers.  The primary purpose of the Stockyards Beef 
Festival is to feature beef from this segment of the industry for your enjoyment.  An added feature, for those who 
enjoy the “pairing” process, is the inclusion of wines from some exclusive vineyards.  Some of this wine is produced 
by families who are in both the beef and wine business.  You will also experience varietals from unique regions of 
the country, including right here in Colorado.  

Our Cattle, Our People. Our cattle have always been the lifeblood of our industry, all the more when those cattle 
are paired with our best breeders.  The Females on the Front Range is a unique heifer sale held at the conclusion 
of this event.  The focus of this sale is on ranches who have made a large contribution to the genetic progress of 
their specific breed.  These are maternal-oriented, production-focused females who will leave their mark on the best 
cow herds.  In each case, these breeding programs have led the way in commercial bull sales throughout the United 
States.  A special thanks to the Connealy, Holden, Lindskov and Line (Triangle J) families for their participation.  
Enjoy the Stockyards Beef Festival, hopefully the first of many.

Organized by Ranchers to Honor the Legacy and Celebrate the Future.



Schedule of Events 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12
2:00 pm  Foundation Angus Sale, Stockyards Sale Facility
5:00 pm  Stockyards Beef Festival, Stockyards Center
6:30 pm  Females on the Front Range Heifer Sale, Stockyards Center

Contacts
FESTIVAL CONTACTS
Jennifer Boka  970-270-4019 
   National Western Director of Livestock Operations
Brent Lonker  307-359-9102
  Planning
Matt Macfarlane  916-803-3113
  Consultant
Justin Stout  913-645-5136
  Consultant

FEMALE SALE REPRESENTATIVES
Justin Stout  913-645-5136
  Auctioneer
Matt Macfarlane  916-803-3113
  Consultant
Levi Landers  308-730-1396
  American Angus Association
Kevin Murnin  406-853-4638
  American Hereford Association
Doug Paul  405-820-3982
  The Stock Exchange
Guy Peverly  785-456-4390
 The Stock Exchange

ENTERTAINMENT
Music  The O’Donnells - Nashville, TN - 615-414-8262 
  theodonnells.com
Music Sponsor  Blattner Livestock Equip. - Cimarron, KS - 620-855-2385
  blattnerlivestock.com
Chuckwagon Meals/Female Pen Display  Rex Dalton - Sonoita, AZ - 928-812-1122

ALL THE DETAILS
ONLINE 
PARTICIPATION
Sale and event broadcast by 
cci.live

BR BEEF
Gilroy, CA - 408-612-5398 - brbeefllc.com 

CONNEALY ANGUS MEAT MARKET
Whitman, NE - 402-660-0320 

connealyangusmeatmarket.com

BILL KING RANCH
Stanley, NM - 505-252-0228 - billkingranch.com

LEGACY CUSTOM MEATS
LeGrange, TX - 979-249-2571 

legacycustommeats.com

CERTIFIED HEREFORD BEEF
Kansas City, MO - certifiedherefordbeef.com

Meat Prepared by Coppermill Restaurant 308-455-4580

BEEF PROVIDERS

ANCIENT PEAKS WINERY
Santa Margarita, CA - 805-365-7045 - ancientpeaks.com

KUNDE FAMILY WINERY
Kenwood, CA - 707-833-5501 - kunde.com

PEONY LANE VINEYARDS
Paonia, CO - peonylanewine.com

RUNE WINES
Sonoita, AZ - 520-338-8823 - runewines.com

SPERO WINERY
Denver, CO - 303-428-9830 - sperowinery.biz

WINE PROVIDERS

CONNEALY ANGUS Angus Heifer
Whitman, NE - 308-544-6552 - connealyangus.com

HOLDEN HEREFORDS Hereford Heifer
Valier, MT - 406-450-1029 - holdenherefords.com

LINDSKOV’S LT RANCH Charolais Heifer
Isabel, SD - 605-850-3887 - ltranch.com

TRIANGLE J RANCH Simmental Heifer
Miller, NE - 308-627-5085 - trianglejranch.com

HEIFER CONSIGNORS

VIEW SALE HEIFERS IN THE YARDS - PEN 303. 
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A primary purpose of the Stockyards 
Beef Festival is to annually recognize 
a ranching family who has made an 
extraordinary contribution to “The Yards” 
at the National Western.  The John J. 
(J.J.) Vanier family, through their CK 
Ranch at Brookville, Kansas, is this 
year’s inductee into the Hall of Fame 
for The Yards at the National Western.  
It is difficult to name a ranch who has 
done more, over a longer period of time, 
to contribute to the legacy of these 
stockyards.  Their support of the greater 
beef industry has been a constant and 
continues to this day. 

The CK Ranch story in agriculture began 
in Pawnee County, Nebraska, where 
John’s father began farming on land he 
homesteaded.  The Vanier’s later moved 
to Kansas City, Missouri, where J.J. 
would begin work in the milling industry.  
He eventually became a salesman for 
the Abilene Flour Mill in Abilene, Kansas.  
After service in the Marine Corps during 
World War 1, J.J. returned to Abilene, 
and later acquired Western Star Milling 
Company at Salina, Kansas.  J.J.’s 
successful stewardship of Western 
Star allowed him to purchase several 
other grain and milling firms in Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Nebraska.  

Mr. Vanier’s start in the cattle business 
began with the purchase of ranchland 
in Ellsworth County, Kansas, in 1933.  
The cattle grazing district in the Smoky 
Hill River region in Salina and Ellsworth 
counties is where the Vanier ranching 
legacy began.  Near the small town 
of Brookville, Kansas, is the home of 
present day CK Ranch headquarters, 
(originally called Central Kansas 
Hereford Ranch, later shortened to CK 
Ranch).  Other ranches and feedlot 
operations were acquired in Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Colorado and Wyoming.  

The Vanier’s entered into the purebred 
cattle business in 1936, with the 
purchase of the ranch’s first Hereford 
cattle.  Purchases of entire herds 
from successful Hereford operations 
across the U.S. would follow.  The most 
important of these purchases had a 
strong connection to the stockyards 
in Denver.  The purchase of the 
Troublesome Valley Ranch herd in 
Kremmling, Colorado, had produced the 
first-prize carload of bull calves in Denver 
in 1936 and the second-prize load of 
calves in 1937.  This no doubt fostered 
John’s lifelong support of The Yards and 
the National Western Stock Show.  

Thereafter, CK Ranch began sending 
their own carloads of bulls to the 
National Western.  Of their substantial 
participation in cattle shows, the 
Denver carload competition was the 
most important to the Vanier’s.  It 
would continue for decades and was 
highlighted by periods of dominance.  
Beginning in 1951, CK Ranch bulls won 
grand championships in the carload 
show eight times within a fourteen-year 
span.  There were numerous reserve 
championships and first prize carloads 
during this time as well.  The CK carload 
bulls were loaded onto stock cars at the 
Terra Cotta stockyards near the ranch, 
then shipped by rail to Denver. In addition 
to their success in the Denver carload 
show in “The Yards”, CK exhibited 
numerous grand and reserve champion 
bulls and females on “The Hill”.  This 
included the grand champion bull in 
1948 and 1950, the reserve champion 
female in 1951, and numerous division 
champions and class winners over the 
years. 

Mrs. John J. Vanier, Lesta, was a major 
contributor to the success of CK Ranch 
in her own right.  She had a great eye for 
quality cattle, and purchased breeding 
stock both privately and at auction.  At 

a Wyoming Hereford Ranch sale, 
J.J. and Lesta somehow became 
separated.  During the sale of one 
particular animal, the auctioneer 
stopped the sale to announce an 
unusual bidding competition in 
progress.  He stated, “Mrs. Vanier, 
it is perfectly agreeable if you 
want to bid again, but perhaps 
you should know you are bidding 
against your husband!”

THE YARDS AT THE NATIONAL WESTERN

Inductee #1 2023 HALL OF FAME

Past CK Ranch Champion Carload
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CK RANCHJohn J.Vanier 
Family

The Vanier story would not be complete 
without reference to the “Red Circle No 
Money Auctions” held at the ranch.  This 
unique sale allowed youth to purchase 
livestock using tags (which displayed 
a red circle) removed from feed sacks 
of Gooch Feed, a feed company owned 
by the Vanier’s.  Rather than money, the 
youth made their purchases based on 
the number of red circle tags they had 
collected.  These sales were always well 
attended and had an astounding average 
attendance of about 3,500.  The last of 
the 20 Red Circle sales was held in 1972, 
where the attendance was estimated at 
4,500.   

The second generation of Vanier’s 
included daughter Joyce and sons Jerry 
and Jack, who all became involved in 
ranching.  Both J.J. and son Jack would 
eventually serve as president of the 
American Hereford Association.  With 
the death of John Vanier in 1980 at 
the age of 83, the Vanier empire was 
divided.  In 1970, John had sold the 
major portion of his vast holdings in the 
food manufacturing, processing and 
marketing facilities to Archer-Daniels 
Midland.  

Prior to J.J.’s death, son Jack and his 
wife Donna assumed active management 
of CK Ranch.  Like Lesta before her, 
Donna was actively involved in all 
aspects of the ranch, including sale 
preparation, field days and meetings.  
Over the decades to follow, Jack and 
Donna would follow the Vanier tradition 
of not only producing quality seedstock, 
but also as breed and beef industry 
leaders.  In addition to serving as 
President of the AHA, Jack also served 
as President of the Kansas Livestock 
Association and a member of the board 
of directors of the National Cattlemen’s 
Association.  In 1967, Donna and six 
other breeder’s wives founded the 
Hereford Auxiliary, now known as the 
National Hereford Women.  

Beginning in the early 1980’s Jack and 
Donna’s son John would also assume a 
strong management role of the ranch.  
John would be the third generation 
of the Vanier family to serve on the 
American Hereford Association Board of 
Directors.   And while the ranch is now 
a fully commercial operation, John and 
his sisters Marty and Mary continue the 
ranching tradition for which their family 
has become famous.  They also continue 
to support young people in agriculture by 
providing yearly scholarships through the 
Hereford Youth of America Foundation.   

Thank you to the Vanier’s for their 
extraordinary contribution to the National 
Western, and in particular, to the rich 
tradition of The Yards.  As we continue 
the legacy and tradition in these new 
yards, it is only fitting to look back and 
honor those who made it possible.  
Thank you and congratulations to the 
Vanier’s and CK Ranch. 

Jack and Donna Vanier 
with herdsman 
George Wilson

Carload judgingCK Ranch headquarters

John and Lesta with AHA field staff

Unloading carload bulls
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CK bulls in the ring
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The perfect pairing of Rune Wine and Connealy Angus Meat Market

Rune Wines is based in Sonoita, Arizona, just 25 
miles north of the Mexican border, where we make 
wild yeast fermented wines from 100% Arizona grown 
grapes. Winemaker James Callahan learned his trade 
working in California, New Zealand, and Washington 
before returning to his home state of Arizona with the 
desire to be part of an up-and-coming wine region. 
Our first vintage was 2013 and our Sonoita tasting 
room opened its doors in 2015. In 2020, we launched 
Brigand Wines, Rune’s sister brand that celebrates 
unusual varietals and renegade blends with Wild West 
flair. In addition to our wines, we are known for our 
unique off-the-grid solar powered vineyard and tasting 
room - one of the only ones in the country.
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RUNE WINES
Sonoita, AZ - 520-338-8823 - 

runewines.com
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The perfect pairing of Rune Wine and Connealy Angus Meat Market
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The perfect pairing of Kunde Wine and BR Beef

For over a century, five generations of the Kunde 
Family have farmed our 1,850-acre estate in the 
Sonoma Valley—a truly remarkable legacy in the 
modern age of California winemaking. A fervent, 
forward-thinking vision of land stewardship and 
sustainability began over 100 years ago and has been 
shaped with each successive generation.

Our founder, Louis Kunde, who emigrated from 
Germany, acquired the Wildwood Vineyards ranch 
with its acclaimed iron-rich, ancient red volcanic 
soils in 1904. The vineyards on this land were first 
planted in 1879 by pioneer John Drummond with 
imported cuttings from Chateaux Margaux and Lafite 
Rothschild. Upon Louis’ death in 1922, the winery 
and vineyards were taken over by his son, Arthur “Big 
Boy” Kunde.  Big Boy kept the winery open during 
the difficult times of Prohibition, but was forced to 
finally close the winery doors when his sons were drafted into service in World War II.  Throughout the 1960’s 
and ‘70’s, two of Big Boy’s sons, Bob and Fred, greatly expanded the Kunde Estate, adding the esteemed 
Kinneybrook Ranch in 1997, which is where the winery now stands.

Today, Kunde Family Winery is still family-owned and operated with a hands-on team of 4th and 5th 
generation family members at the helm. Every decision we make, every wine we craft, and every experience 
we provide honors the legacy of Great Grandfather, Louis Kunde. We remain committed to innovation in 
our vineyards and winery while maintaining a deep, personal commitment to sustainable winegrowing and 
preserving the land for generations to come.
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KUNDE FAMILY WINERY
Kenwood, CA - 707-833-5501 - kunde.com
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The perfect pairing of Kunde Wine and BR Beef
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The perfect pairing of Ancient Peaks Wine and Certified Hereford Beef

Ancient Peaks Winery is a partnership between three longtime 
local winegrowing families who were inspired to craft 
remarkable wines from their jointly owned Margarita Vineyard. 
 
Our estate Margarita Vineyard stands alone as the 
southernmost vineyard in the Paso Robles region, tucked 
against the Santa Lucia Mountains just 14 miles from the 
Pacific Ocean.

The looming peaks of the coastal range are the first thing 
you see as you approach Margarita Vineyard, serving as the 
inspiration behind our winery’s name.

Here, our vines unfold along a rare array of five distinct soil 
types—ancient sea bed, rocky alluvium, shale, volcanic and 
granitic. The resulting wines express an unmistakable sense 
of place with flavors that are native to Margarita Vineyard.
 
Margarita Vineyard resides within the Santa Margarita Ranch 
American Viticultural Area (AVA)—one of 11 AVAs within the 
Paso Robles region on California’s Central Coast.

The Santa Margarita Ranch AVA is distinguished by the coolest microclimate within Paso Robles, fostered 
by a pronounced marine influence from the nearby Pacific Ocean. The Santa Margarita Ranch AVA is also 
marked by an unusual diversity of soils, created by the churning of active fault lines along the coastal ridge. 
As the only commercial vineyard in the Santa Margarita Ranch AVA, Margarita Vineyard uniquely benefits 
from these extraordinary growing conditions, producing fruit with fine balance, natural complexity and rich 
varietal flavors.
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ANCIENT PEAKS WINERY
Santa Margarita, CA - 805-365-7045 - ancientpeaks.com

Co-founder Doug Filliponi
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The perfect pairing of Ancient Peaks Wine and Certified Hereford Beef
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Clyde Spero has been making wine his entire life. 
He learned the art from his father, Gaetano Spero. 
Clyde’s father came to America at the tender age 
of 13; his traveling companions were two friends 
from his hometown of Potenza, Italy, who were also 
in their early teens. The three friends traveled half 
way around the world with no parents or adults and 
not knowing a word of the new language they would 
encounter in America. Gaetano had the equivalent of 
about $5 in his pocket when he arrived in New York 
and headed West to join some relatives in Colorado. 
He found work in the coal mines in Southern 
Colorado.

When Clyde planted a vineyard, the next logical step 
was to begin a winery to use the grapes harvested 

The perfect pairing of Spero Wine and Legacy Meats
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from the small urban vineyard. Thus, in 1999, Clyde began to make wine in the tradition of his father, but 
for people other than his family to enjoy. Because the vineyard was quite small (and no longer exists), it did 
not provide enough grapes for the full production for Spero Winery. As a result, Spero winery does purchase 
grapes from the Western slope (Palisade and Grand Junction), Pueblo and from Lodi, California, where 
June’s cousin has a vineyard.

Clyde and June have tried to keep the family traditions alive. Another of June’s cousins, Francis Balistreri, 
designed the attractive Vino è Buono label on the bottle. The man on the label , who is lifting his glass 
in a salutè, is Clyde’s father, Gaetano. The name for the wine was inspired by Clyde’s Uncle Ventuda 
(Buonoventuda) Spero. When Clyde first met his 88 year old uncle in Potenza, Italy in 1993, Zio (Uncle) 
Ventuda would raise his glass of wine and salutè, and then after downing the wine in one long drink, he 
would smack his lips and proclaim, “Vino è Buono,” which means – “wine is good”! (As a footnote, Zio died 
at the age of 98 in August 2003.)

SPERO WINERY
Denver, CO - 303-428-9830 - sperowinery.biz
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P.O. Box 186, Liverpool, Texas 77577
Larry Ludeke (832) 439-4666
E-mail: larryl@qiminc.com
Sulphur, Louisiana
www.barjcharolaisfarm.com

Full French & Purebred Genetics

The French connecTionThe French connecTion    
      For building For building beTTer beeFbeTTer beeF

4315 E. SH-71, LaGrange, Texas 79845
Processing Center (979) 249-2571
www.legacycustommeatprocessing.com
USDA INSPECTED PLANT

SELLINGSELLING 200+  200+ BULLSBULLS
ANNUALLYANNUALLY

Available Private TreatyAvailable Private Treaty

Researching the influence of maternal  
Full French ancestral Haplotypes in 

building a healthy, flavorful beef product.
“A tenet of elementary biology is that mitochondria –  
the cell’s powerhouses – and their DNA are inherited 

exclusively from mothers,” 
 by T.G. McWilliams, www.nature.com

MogoMogo b1b1HAMM

FFM852048

POLLED

Great Daughters
#2 2015-16 AICA Show Bull of the Year

Roll of Excellence Sire
Top 15% REA EPD

braMardbraMard 12r12rHAMM

FFM712706

PowerballPowerball X51X51
BJCF

FFM787142

Adds power and a solid foot
Past Denver and Houston 

Grand Champion

MogoMogo u23u23HAMM

FFM754943

ROE Sire • Top 2% MB
USDA Feed Utilization Study — 

 Calves graded 96% Choice and 12% Prime  
with average YG 2

liTTle Man liTTle Man 22S22S
HAMM

FFM720184

Unique French pedigree combination
Top 3% REA EPD

The perfect pairing of Spero Wine and Legacy Meats
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The perfect pairing of Peony Lane Wine and Bill King Ranch Beef
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Sheltered between the ragged alpine peaks of The Rockies 
and barren red-rock landscapes that stretch deep into Utah, 
the Peony Lane Vineyard grows at the edge of possibility. The 
West Elks American Viticultural Area (AVA) is not only the 
highest elevation AVA in the country, but is also the only region 
in Colorado to successfully cultivate Pinot Noir. Capturing the 
fruitful and delicate balance between these climatic extremes 
provides the unique character to our wines.

The North Fork of the Gunnison river is a lifeline and the 
greatest source of water that connects our agriculture 
community. 

As winemakers, our belief is simple: growing in an 
environment that produces the highest quality fruit results 
in the highest quality wine. Our grapes are some of those 
grown closest to the sun. With a deep connection to the 
water table, we farm without irrigation and embrace natural 
and sustainable growing practices without pesticides or 
herbicides.  We humbly accept our role as stewards and look 
to produce wine that fully expresses the natural complexity of 
our world. 

Healthy farming practices allow the proliferation of “good yeasts” in our microbiome. Natural fermentation 
with these yeasts allows for deeper connection to the unique characteristics of Peony Lane wines.
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PEONY LANE VINEYARDS
Paonia, CO - peonylanewine.com

Windsor, CO
coloradoangusassociation.com

SPONSORED BY
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The perfect pairing of Peony Lane Wine and Bill King Ranch Beef
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The Kings have been ranching for more than 100 years. 
Bill King started his Hereford herd as a high schooler in 
1968, attended New Mexico State University, and then 
returned to the family ranch in Stanley, New Mexico, 
where they currently have a large herd of Hereford, 
Angus and Charolais cattle.  Bill is the son of former 
governor Bruce King.  Recently, Bill received the 
ultimate honor of induction into the American Hereford 
Association Hall of Fame.  

The ranch sells over 400 bulls annually to producers 
all over the southwestern U.S. and Mexico.  For 
many years, Bill King Ranch has been listed in Beef 
Magazine’s Seedstock 100 as one of the largest sellers 
of bulls in the United States.  

In addition to the ranch, Bill King Ranch is home to a 
thriving, ranch-raised beef business, managed by Bill’s 
daughter Becky King-Spindle.  You can reach the King’s 
through their website, at billkingranch.com 

BILL KING RANCH BEEF
Stanley NM - 505-252-0228 - billkingranch.com
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Your herd is covered.

On the ranch, you make decisions using visual appraisal every day. But what about the 
traits you don’t see? That’s where NEOGEN’s® GGP comes into play. We’ve loaded the most 

informative markers and filled in the gaps to provide you with the most complete and 
powerful seedstock selection tool in the industry.

So, you can be sure those lines in the tag are working overtime for you to provide 
confidence in selection decisions that help bolster your reputation amongst your herd 

and customers for generations to come.

GGP’s markers have you covered and informed. Leverage GGP today by contacting your 
breed association or go to genomics.neogen.com/en/ggp-beef

© NEOGEN Corporation, 2020. NEOGEN is a registered trademark of NEOGEN Corporation.
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Sponsors of the chuckwagon lunches available in the 
sale heifer display pen Wednesday - Friday
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O N  T H E  F R O N T  R A N G E
Females

When it comes to the purebred cattle business,
certain ranches have achieved elite status within their breed of choice, while also earning the 
unqualified respect of the greater beef industry.  Each of the females featured on the pages which 
follow are from such a breeding program.  The Females on the Front Range represent our industry 
at its best.  
 
These cowmen and women have all achieved master breeder status in the eyes of their peers -- 
probably the highest compliment a rancher can receive.  Their bulls have been sold throughout the 
United States, and internationally, in large numbers, for decades.  Their contribution to the genetic 
improvement of their specific breeds – and the industry as a whole – cannot be overstated.
 
Despite their difference in breeds, their methodologies as breeders are basically the same: the 
commercial bull buyer comes first; maintain a disciplined performance testing and record-keeping 
program; embrace technology and science while staying grounded in the real world of ranching; 
and continue the improvement of the cow herd, one generation after another.
 
Perhaps most important is the vision of these breeders.  Each immediately agreed to participate 
in this event despite not having sent an animal to Denver for decades, if ever.  They certainly didn’t 
need this event to successfully market their animals – they do it at home year after year.  They 
agreed to participate because they believe a rising tide raises all boats and, when we join forces, 
good things happen.  
 
At certain points in our journey, it is imperative we come together as an industry, regardless of 
breed, with the focus on what we have in common:  we are the ranchers who produce the world’s 
best beef.   

It is amazing what you can accomplish 
if you do not care who gets the credit.   

         - Harry S. Truman

6:30 pm THURSDAY,
JANUARY 12, 2023

AT THE NATIONAL WESTERN 
STOCKYARDS CENTER ARENA  
“IN THE YARDS” | DENVER, CO

VIEW SALE HEIFERS IN THE YARDS - PEN 303. 

ONLINE BROADCAST
Sale hosted online by cci.live
Videos available January 10

THANK YOU A special Thank You to Ryan Sellman and his 
crew, not only for the sale heifer development and preparation, but for 
enduring extreme winter weather conditions to get the job done. 
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Next Sale:

(The 4th Saturday of March)

Long Yearlings, 18 month olds, Coming 2s

and 6 Heifers

Saturday, March 25th, 2023

575 Angus Bulls

Hosting international

visitors in our pastures.

Developing high quality Angus 

bulls on our meadows in the summer.

Working with 

family every day.

Connealy Angus is a sixth generation Angus

seedstock ranch located in the beautiful Nebraska

Sandhills. Registered Angus cattle have been sold

by our family for 52 years south of Whitman, Nebraska.

Production sales are now held twice year - 

November and March.

More information is available at connealyangus.comMore information is available at connealyangus.com

Gabriel Connealy - 308.660.6543
gabrielconnealy@gmail.com

Jed Connealy* - 308.650.9022
*Commercial Caale Services 

Connealy Angus
www.connealyangus.com

Whitman, NE 69366

Lot 1 was chosen from the top of the replacement pen at Connealy’s.
She’s a maternal beauty who offers so much more. A heifer’s first calf, 118A 
performed with the best of her contemporary group at both weaning and 
yearling, possng rasos of 110 and 106 respecsvely. With top 1% dollar values 
for both $M and $C, 188A is in a class of her own in terms of combining growth, 
maternal, and carcass projecsons. Her maternal pedigree is anchored by a long
line of consistenet, producsve, long-lived cows. Granddam 5281 posts weaning line of consistenet, producsve, long-lived cows. Granddam 5281 posts weaning 
and yearling progeny rasos of 4/99 and 4/103. Her great-granddam records 8/103
and 7/103, and is also the mother of Connealy Rock 277P, a Genex sire who has 
served as a primary herd sire for the Dal Porto and Ranch Casino programs. Her 
sire, Tahoe, has established himself as one of the best total-trait, proven sires in
the breed. The reports on his daughters from around the country have been superb.
She sells open.

Pictured above:  Connealy Rock 277P
This Genex Cooperataive, Dal Porto 
Livestock, and Rancho Casino sire is a 
son of Lot 1’s great granddam.

LOT  1 :: ANGUS HEIFER FROM CONNEALY ANGUS
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Tehama Tahoe - Sire of Lot 1

Due to winter storms, heifer’s picture not available at printing. One will be 
added to the digital version of this sale book when available, 

at stockyardsfestival.com and cci.live. 
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LOT  2 :: HEREFORD HEIFER FROM HOLDEN HEREFORDS
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Holden Herefords will host their 57th Annual Production Sale on March 13, 2023, where they will offer 130 bulls and 30 
females.  They will also have a fall female sale in mid September.

The Holdens have been breeding registered Hereford cattle since 1952. They started using Hereford bulls from the Line 
One line of cattle at Fort Keogh in 1947 on their commercial cows, and then acquired some registered females of the same 
Advance Domino breeding to start their registered herd in the early 1950s.  Les Holden was a pioneer in performance 
testing and a charter member of the Montana Beef Performance Association when it was established in 1956.  They have 
been strong proponents of performance testing since then and have linebred the Line One genetics for the last 70 years.  
Their focus has been on multi-trait selection combining functionality with maternal, growth, and carcass combined with 
the consistency, uniformity and predictability from almost 70 years of continuous linebreeding.  The cow herd and sires 
used have been parentage verified for over 40 years.  The entire cow herd has GE EPDs and every animal that has made the 
cut at weaning since 2012 has parentage verification and GE EPDs.  They have ultrasounded for carcass traits since 1995 and 
are Platinum TPR breeders with the AHA.

The ranch is located in northern Montana just off the east slopes of the Rockies and only 60 miles south of the Canadian 
border.  It consists of 5,000 acres of deeded and leased land with a mix of irrigated fields for hay production.  They calve over 
400 cows annually, with about 2/3 calving in January and February, and a fall herd that calves in August and September.  
They implant over 250 embryos annually and have their own recipient herd along with the herd of registered Herefords.

Holden Herefords is now run by Jack & Tresha Holden and their family.  Jack is the 3rd generation on the ranch and took 
over management in 1987. The 4th generation is actively involved in the ranch with son Brad Holden and wife Jessica, and 
daughter Brooke Lawver and husband Eric living and working on the ranch. They also have a longtime cow herd manager, 
Jay D Evans, who has been working there for almost 27 years.

HOLDEN HEREFORDS
Valier, MT  -  406-450-1029  -  holdenherefords.com

Holden Herefords is known worldwide 
for the quality of their females and their 
cow herd.  They have a constant focus on 
functionality, fertility, udder quality, and 
production and a severe and rigid culling 
program for their cow herd.  HH Miss 
Advance 5139R, who was born in 2005, is 
one of the top revenue producing females in 
the Hereford breed, and has produced $1.5 
million in direct progeny sales.  Her influence 
still runs strong in their herd, and she was 
still in embryo production until the summer 
of 2022.  Holden genetics have been used 
worldwide with frozen genetics being 
exported to Australia, Scotland, England, 
and South America along with Canada and 
Mexico.
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HH MISS ADVANCE 2066K ET

HH Miss Advance 2026K ET  -  Full sister to 2066K

HH Advance 2042K ET- Full brother to 2066K

HH Miss Advance 8123F  -  Dam of 2066K

CED BW WW YW DMI SC SCF MILK M&G CEM

+2.2 +4.0 +70 +103 +0.6 +1.6 +25.1 +38 +73 +3.7

HH ADVANCE 0159H HH ADVANCE 5148C ET
HH ADVANCE 0159H HH MISS ADVANCE 8123F

HH MISS ADVANCE 6317D HH MISS ADVANCE 6043D

MCW UDDER TEAT CW FAT REA MARB $BMI $BII $CHB

+73 +1.20 +1.40 +87 +0.039 +0.62 +0.12 +493 +586 +129

When we were asked to be a part of this inaugural event and made the decision to be a part of 
it, we decided we would go to the heart of the herd and send our favorite replacement heifer to 
this sale.  2066K typifies the type of female we strive to produce.  Deep bodied, well marked, big 
topped, and easy fleshing, combined with an excellent EPD profile and backed by exceptional 
cow families.  Her dam was the leadoff and high selling cow in our 2022 Female Sale selling to 
Sadler Ranches for $47,500.  A full sister and flush mate sold for $26,000.  Every female in her 3 
generation pedigree has been a donor for us with multi-herd sires and high-selling bulls coming 
from them. 2066K is a true foundation female to build your herd around.  She ranks in the top 1% 
on M&G, SCF, and BMI$, the top 3% on WW, Milk, and CWT, the top 15% on YW and REA, and the 
top 20% on TEAT and CHB$.  Here is an opportunity to buy a young female that checks all the boxes 
and has the phenotype and cow family to back it up.

HH MISS ADVANCE 2066K ET
Horned Hereford Heifer   -   44346723
BD: 01-06-2022   -   TATTOO: 2066K
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LOT  3A, 3B, 3C :: CHAROLAIS HEIFERS FROM LINDSKOV’S LT RANCH
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Triangle J Ranch located in Miller, NE, 
represents one of the most vibrant 
Simmental and SimAngus™ seedstock 
programs in the country.  33 years of 
genetic advancement is represented 

in the program whose primary focus is enhancing the most economically relevant traits 
to commercial cattlemen while not losing sight of the must have convenience traits and 
practical phenotype.

Triangle J continues to grow by demand of commercial cattlemen.  The 33rd annual 
“Headquarters Sale” on January 29, 2023, in Miller, NE, will offer over 250 head of Simmental 
and SimAngus™ bulls.  Every fall, Triangle J also hosts the Harvest Select Female Sale the first 
Sunday in November, featuring over 300 females.  The continued demand of the TJ prefix has 
led the Line Family to host their first Colorado Select Bull Sale, the third Saturday in March, in 
Fort Collins, CO. This sale features over 100 PAP-tested, range-ready Simmental and SimAngus™ 
bulls.

This incredible growth signifies Triangle J commitment to providing the best genetics to 
commercial cattlemen. A magnitude of performance and genetic testing goes into each animal 
prior to sale date. The operation has been an early adopter of genomic testing and every animal 
in a Triangle J sale sells with genomically enhanced EPDs. The operation has taken genomic 
information a step further by utilizing the RightChoice logo system developed to simplify bull 
buying decisions of commercial cattlemen and focus on high impact genes. Lastly, when you 

TRIANGLE J RANCH  - Darby and Annette Line
35355 Arrow Rd. Miller, NE 68858

Phone: 308-457-2505   Cell: 308-627-5085
www.trianglejranch.com

purchase from Triangle J, you get a partner along with 
genetics.  Triangle J offers arm service on custom AI 
projects, markets feeder calves, and helps producers 
source and market bred heifers.

Triangle J still takes a family first approach. Owned 
and operated by Darby and Annette Line, and now, the 
ranch is eagerly welcoming back children to the ranch. 
The Line Family has been blessed with five sons. One 
son, Dillian, has already come back to the ranch, and 
likely more will follow. 

When your travels take you to central Nebraska, please 
stop in - visitors are always welcome.
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LOT  4 :: SIMMENTAL HEIFER FROM TRIANGLE J RANCH

CE BW WW YW ADG MCE MILK MWW

14.4 -1.2 93.4 146.1 0.33 5.4 28.1 74.7

TJ MAIN EVENT 503B HOOK’S EAGLE 6E
TJ TEARDROP 783F TJ 12H

TJ MS 38W TJ 12D

STAY DOC CW YG MARB REA $API $TI

13.2 16.0 36.8 -0.32 0.07 0.95 126.7 85.7

Here is your opportunity to acquire a Purebred Simmental female out of the nation’s best performance herd. Triangle J dug deep in the 
replacement pen in offering a female a beef producer could truly build their herd around. 34K is sired by one of the most maternally 
focused sires, TJ Teardrop. The recently deceased Teardrop has a long history of producing sale-topping bulls and females at Triangle J’s 
annual sales. On the bottom side, TJ 12H represents one of the ranch’s young and upcoming donors out of their robust embryo transfer 
program.

From an EPD standpoint, 34K is truly a curve bender. She ranks in the Top 15% of the breed for CE and Top 10% for BW. Expect her 
progeny to explode their after as she ranks in the top tier of the breed for growth and MWW. Likewise, 34K offers endless mating flexibility 
as her pedigree is free of many of the popular AI sires today.

If you were to draw a picture of the perfect Simmental female, it would look like 34K. She is an absolute beast in terms of mass and 
stoutness, while still maintaining an elegant female look. This sound footed brood cow will no doubt have the brightest of futures. If you 
are serious about the Simmental business, here is your opportunity at one of the best females from one of the breed’s most reputable 
sources. 

TJ 34K
Homo Black, Homo Polled PB Simmental   -   4065570
BD: 01-20-2022   -   TATTOO: 34K
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TJ 12D  -  Maternal granddam of 34K

Due to winter storms, heifer’s picture not available at printing. One will be added to the digital version of this sale book when 
available, at stockyardsfestival.com and cci.live. 

Sire of Sire of 34K34K
TJ Teardrop 783F
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Thank you Coppermill! 

Most of the beef you will sample today 
is prepared by the crew from Coppermill 
Steakhouse.  Adam Siegfried and his crew 
of chefs have generously given of their time 
and talent to cook our beef to perfection.  Be 
sure and visit the Coppermill Steakhouses in 
either McCook or Kearney, Nebraska.  They 
feature Connealy Angus Meat Market beef.  
Some of you have enjoyed beef prepared by 
Coppermill at a Connealy Angus sale.  

Thank you to Rex Dalton and his 
crew from EZ Cattle Company of 
Sonoita, AZ.
  
OLD WEST,  CHUCKWAGON-STYLE, OUTDOOR 
COOKING. Preparing the chuckwagon grub 
served Wednesday, January 11– Friday, 
January 13, in the display pen for the 
Females on the Front Range, in The Yards.  
Sponsored by Neogen.

Reminiscent of the “The Old West Cattle 
Drives”, cooking your meal the way it was 
done 100+ years ago out on the trail.  We 
have prepared meals for as few as 12 
people to as many as 200.   We can do 
the job anywhere, catering for wedding 
receptions, family reunions, backyard parties, 
graduations, wine festivals, rodeo functions, 
trail rides and BULL SALES.

Muchas Gracias!

McCook, NE   -   Kearney, NE

CHUCKWAGON FOOD PROVIDER

FESTIVAL MEAT PREPARATION

Contact 
EZ Cattle Company Chuckwagon Catering 

Rex Dalton 928-812-1122

If you have future catering needs, 
please contact Adam.  

Adam Siegfried 308-340-2400
Restaurant  308-345-2296

SERVING LUNCH IN THE 
SALE HEIFER 

DISPLAY PEN, #303, 
ON JANUARY 11-13.



The music is provided by The O’Donnells of Tennessee, consisting of 
Darryl, Klinton and Julie O’Donnell.  This family of exquisite musicians 
have a unique sound which only a family of gifted musicians can achieve.  
In addition to their individual successes in the studios of Nashville and 
as live artists, they have played for the best in the music industry.  Tracy 
Lawrence, Dylan Scott, Collin Raye, Mel McDaniel, Sammy Kershaw and 
Aaron Tippin have all used a member of the O’Donnell family in their 
bands over the years.  They have mastered several genres, including 
Bluegrass, Gospel, Country, Rock and Pop.  

In addition to their careers as musicians, the family also owns and 
operates O’Donnell Angus at Cornersville, Tennessee.  Check out their 
music at theodonnells.com and their cattle at odonnellangus.com.  

Cornersville, TN - 615-414-8262 
  theodonnells.com

TO THE MUSIC OF THE 
O’DONNELLS

Sing along and tap your foot



A rancher favorite from the family who 
built many of the nation’s feedyards.  

Their Cornerless Tub, Wheel Corral and 
Chute will be on display at the Festival.

TO OUR
MUSIC 

SPONSORSThank You

blattnerlivestock.com
620-855-2385  -  Cimarron, Kansas


